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PREFACE. 
 
About Cities 2013  
 
CITIES is an annual event hosted by the Department of Urban and Regional Planning Sepuluh 
Nopember Institute of Technology ( ITS) Surabaya, Indonesia. Ever since the first time it was held in 
2005, CITIES has covered a broad range of topics on the spatial sciences. Cities welcomes seminar 
papers by city and regional academics, planners, and interested individuals from related disciplines 
from all over the world. Cities’ annual seminar focuses on a planning theme of foremost 
international interest. This year, CITIES aims to explore the theme "Resilient Cities: Beyond 
Mitigation, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery”. The seminar were held in Surabaya-Indonesia, 
on October 8th - 9th 2013. 
Accelerated urbanization, especially in developing countries has put a lot of pressure on the built 
environment. This, in effect, influences the way the built environment responds to climate change, 
and natural and man-made disasters. Disaster and resilience come at a cost. How much is lost, how 
much are we willing to pay, and how much can we afford to lose when disaster strikes? We search 
for quantifiable means to measure the amount of losses suffered when disaster strikes, and how 
much can be saved when mitigation and disaster preparedness schemes are put into practice? 
Planning a resilient city is a challenge to urban planning and all disciplines involved in general. CITIES 
being a platform to disseminate research and planning practices for those who are interested in 
exploring the questions we pose to participate in the 2013 CITIES International Seminar. 
